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Introduction

Cloud 9 Canine’s central mission includes providing pet owner resources to improve
the lives of animals and their people within our community. Pet homelessness is one of the
most prevalent issues facing domestic animals at a national level. If every dog owner were
to bring home a pet that was the best fit for them and acquired from a responsible source,
it would have a profound impact on the number of animals without a place to call home.
Unfortunately, responsible sourcing of dogs is not common knowledge, and many
unsuspecting owners purchase animals without the proper tools to make the best decision
for them. Therefore, pet owner education may pave the way to reducing the root cause of
pet homelessness.

As rates of dog ownership rise, information to assist owners in their search is
increasingly important. This educational guide aims to equip future dog owners to make
informed choices when selecting their new furry best friend. To be clear, this guide is
intended for use when acquiring future pets and not directed toward dogs already in loving
homes, no matter where they came from. Knowledge regarding ethical shelter and
breeding practices is not commonplace, so we must recognize that this information is a
learning process for most average pet owners, even those who have loved dogs for their
entire lives but have not had the opportunity for education on this subject.

Before detailing what to look for in shelters, rescue groups, or breeders, we’ll begin
with general guidelines. All future pet owners are encouraged to:

★ Determine that you are ready to make a long-term (10-15 year) commitment prior to
getting a new dog.

★ Examine your lifestyle, considering the needs of all people and pets in your home,
and what type of dog will be best suited to your lifestyle now and any anticipated
future changes.

★ Educate yourself in how to meet the unique needs of their ideal pet and formulate a
plan for how you will realistically do so throughout the pet’s life.

★ Seek out professional assistance before, during, and after bringing your pet home to
aid in the transition process (such as through a certified, reputable dog trainer or
community-based resources).
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Adopting a Shelter or Rescue Dog

Interested in adopting a dog? Great! Millions of animals find themselves in shelters
and rescues awaiting their future homes every year. This section provides
considerations for choosing to adopt, what to look for in shelters, questions to ask
when inquiring about a shelter pet, what to expect with the adoption process, and
resources for finding a shelter or rescue in our local area.

Choosing to Adopt
Adoption is a great option for anyone primarily looking for a companion (aka, the

average pet owner) while providing a home to an animal in need. Shelters and rescues have
dogs available across the lifespan, purebred and mixes alike, all with a wide variety of
personalities and characteristics. We recommend that everyone looking for a new dog
without specific needs beyond companionship consider adoption as a first option.

Ethical Adoption Practices 101
To preface the section on supporting ethical adoption practices, we need to

emphasize that most, if not the vast majority, of shelters and rescues are run by
passionate, dedicated, hard-working individuals on the “front lines” of ensuring pets
find and remain in homes. We discuss the ethics of adoption for two major reasons:

1. Shelters and rescues work tirelessly to meet demands. When potential adopters are
better prepared for the adoption process, it lightens the workload of overstretched
staff and volunteers.

2. We don’t want to automatically assume that because a shelter or rescue takes in
homeless pets, the organization must be ethical. Promoting awareness of unethical
adoption practices prepares dog owners to be confident they are supporting ethical
practices and diminishes pets being placed in incompatible or potentially risky
situations that perpetuate the cycle of pet homelessness.
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While they may appear to all share the same mission on the surface, not every
shelter is made equal. Unfortunately, there are known instances of shelters engaging in
risky adoption practices at the expense of dogs and unknowing adopters (click here to view
a 2020 investigation on poor practice in shelters and the jargon used to mask behavior
problems in adoptable dogs with examples from real shelters).

(1) Undisclosed child attack.      (2) Sympathy to cover dog aggression.  (3) Calling reactivity “quirks.”

Dogs are never at fault for shelters failing them; it is fully our responsibility as human
beings to ensure they are given every opportunity to succeed. These examples from the
linked source above depict how irresponsible shelters may engage in negligence to boost
their adoption rate statistics, often taking advantage of the emotional  “adopt don’t shop”
trend targeting well-meaning adopters. However, this should not deter people from going
to shelters to look for a dog; adoptions are successful far more frequently than not, and as
long as dog owners have an idea of how to identify unethical adoption practices, they can
be confident in their ability to avoid these rare occurrences.

Basics of Ethical Adoption Practices

The shelter/rescue screens all potential adopters through applications and
interviews to

get an idea for what type of dog will be best suited to their home.

Adopters are never pressured to adopt.
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Shelters will not deny qualified adopters for nonsensical reasons.

Shelter staff will  be transparent about the whole picture of dogs in their care,
including good and bad characteristics and exactly what will be required from an
adopter in order for the dog to be successful in their new home. They will not adopt
out dogs without screening them first.

Shelters are understanding and willing to assist owners if an adoption falls
through for any reason, taking the dog  back or finding alternative placement to
ensure their safety.
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*Note: A red flag is a warning sign and does not mean this is definitely unethical. Notice how vague this
biography is compared to the others: while others are  transparent and straightforward about the dogs’
needs, this last one shares nothing except that the dog has a “complicated past.” This may be true, or it
may be an emotional appeal. An adopter would need to diligently screen the dog and organization to
ensure the dog’s needs are something they, their lifestyle, and their experience are a good match so the
dog and owner can be successful in their new home together!

Ensuring Reputability: Checklist for Adopters

What is the known history of this dog?
*If history is not known, the shelter should provide as much information as possible
without making assumptions or “sad stories” to persuade an adopter to take the dog.
What breed(s) is the dog?
*It is okay if the breed is not estimated. Even purebred dogs from shelters may not
display typical traits of their breed. Knowing a dog’s breed(s) may provide some
guidance on what to expect but is not a guarantee, so some shelters choose not to
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assume what breed their dogs are (these are referred to as “non-breed specific”
shelters).
What care has been provided to the dog?

Did the dog receive their vaccinations?
Was the dog spayed/neutered?
Has the dog been dewormed or had a fecal test?
Did the dog receive treatment for any illness, injury, or infection?
Is the dog currently taking a flea/tick/heartworm preventative?
Does the dog have any known medical or behavioral conditions that will
require long-term management after adoption?
What behavioral evaluations were completed on this dog?

How do they describe the dog’s temperament? Is the language twisted
to cover up behavioral issues or straightforward and easy to
understand?
Is the dog anxious, aggressive, or overly excitable in any specific
situations? (socialization history)
Does the dog protect its toys, food, or people)? (resource guarding)
How does the dog react to other dogs? (dog aggressive, dog reactive)
How does this dog react to unfamiliar people? (people aggressive,
people reactive)
Has the dog been exposed to cats, wildlife, or small animals? (animal
aggression, prey drive)
Can this dog be left on its own for reasonable periods of time?
(separation anxiety, confinement anxiety)

What type of home do you recommend for this dog? How much attention
and exercise will it need?
Take the dog out of its kennel into a private room, play yard, and walk down
the street (ideally encountering other dogs and people) before making a final
decision!!! They may behave quite differently outside of the loud, crowded
kennel area, and although all dogs deserve homes, it is imperative that
adopters receive a dog that they are currently equipped to handle to prevent
dogs returning to the shelter or an accident occurring.
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Adoption Process
This is a general overview of what you can expect when adopting a dog.

Application: Adopting a dog begins with an application and is followed by a
screening process. You may indicate interest in a specific dog at this point or submit
a general application for any available dog.
Interview: You will come in or perform a phone call with a staff or volunteer
adoption counselor. Be prepared to answer questions from the staff and ask
questions.They will likely request and follow up with references to confirm
residency restrictions, employment, and past pet history with a veterinarian.  Some
shelters perform home visits.
Paperwork will be required, if not already covered in the application process. You
may be able to take home the dog on the same day or have to wait until formal
procedures are completed (i.e. a spay/neuter and recovery).
Payment of adoption fees.
Trial: There may be a homevisit or trial period. After the application is complete and
a match has been made, you’re ready to start your new adventures with your pup!

Starting the Search
After covering the basics of how to adopt a dog responsibly, you’re ready to

begin your search! It is preferred to view dogs directly on an organization’s site to
increase reliability.

If you are interested in a specific breed, rescues are a great option! You may
begin a search for a reputable rescue organization through the AKC Parent Club
website for your breed of interest. Example: Google “Border Collie Official AKC
Parent Club → Border Collie Society of America → “Rescue” tab on their website).

Shelters in Kalamazoo County

● Kalamazoo Animal Rescue
(http://www.kalamazooanimalres
cue.org)

● Animal Rescue Project
(https://animalrescueproject.org)

● SPCA of Southwest Michigan
(https://www.spcaswmich.org)

● Adopt a Friend for Life
(https://adoptafriendforlife.org)
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Rescues in Michigan for Popular Breeds/Mixes

● Aussie Rescue in
Michigan

● Midwest Beagle
Rescue

● Boxer Haven Rescue

● West Michigan
Bulldog Rescue

● Great Lakes Corgi
Rescue

● Dachshund Haus
Rescue

● Second Chance
Doberman Pinscher
Rescue

● Michigan Doodle
Rescue

● Golden Retriever
Rescue of Michigan

● Great Dane Rescue

● Michigan Husky
Rescue (Hairy
Houdini Siberian
Husky Rescue)

● 3rd Coast Labrador
Retriever Rescue

● Great Lakes Mini
Schnauzer Rescue

● Michigan Pug
Rescue

● REAL Rottweiler
Rescue

*Cloud 9 Canine does not endorse any organizations listed above.

Buying a Puppy from a Breeder

Interested in purchasing a puppy? Great! There’s nothing like the joy of watching
your dog grow up. In the age of the #adoptdontshop trend, the term “buying” has
become controversial. This is due to the proliferation of unethical breeders
producing puppies with little to no accountability in order to profit at the expense
of the well-being of animals that then wind up in shelters and rescues across the
country. These individuals, colloquially known as “backyard breeders” (BYBs) do not
represent breeding practices as a whole in the same way unethical shelters and
rescues do not represent the shelter system as a whole. Because unethical breeders
are far more common than ethical breeders, it is advised that puppy seekers take
time to become well-versed in the basics of ethical breeding practices prior to buying
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a puppy. In an ideal world, everyone would only purchase puppies from ethical
sources, irresponsible breeding would no longer be worthwhile (aka profitable) due
to no demand for it, the number of animals in the shelter system would plummet (if
not almost disappear), and we would all have healthier, happier companions that are
in homes that can meet their needs and cannot be acquired without proper
preparation and commitment.

Choosing to Purchase a Puppy
There are benefits and downsides to consider when deciding if purchasing a puppy

is right for you. Well-bred dogs provide predictability in health, size, and temperament.
When you acquire a puppy, you acquire a “blank slate” dog that has the opportunity to be
raised knowing nothing but love while being set up for long-term success through positive
early life experiences. Purchasing a responsibly-bred puppy allows individuals with specific
needs and goals for a dog to find a match while minimizing the risk of genetic and early
developmental health or behavioral problems. Puppies from reputable breeders also come
with the invaluable resource of the breeder’s support throughout the dog’s entire life.

Purchasing a puppy from an ethical breeder is much more expensive and time
consuming than adopting from an ethical shelter or rescue. Buyers must take the time to
sift through backyard breeders to locate an ethical one, get on a waitlist for a puppy with a
breeder (typically months all the way up to a year in advance), and then wait at least 8
weeks to bring the puppy home after they’re born. In order to cover the investment
required to produce ethically bred dogs, there is a higher upfront cost, averaging $2,000
compared to $250 for adoption. An adult dog is much lower maintenance than a puppy due
to their heightened needs and higher upfront cost (i.e, vaccines and growing out of
equipment). Unlike fully grown dogs, puppies go through various developmental stages that
present their own challenges. When purchasing a puppy, it is crucial to be prepared for the
waiting time, higher financial costs, and patience required to raise a puppy well.  If you are
not in a position to wait to bring home a puppy, it may be wise to reconsider whether
buying a puppy from an ethical breeder or adoption from a reputable rescue would be the
best option at this time.
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What Do I Look for in a Breeder? by talkdoglogic

Ethical Breeding Practices 101
All ethical breeders display 3 basic criteria: goal-oriented, proven dogs, and

complete health testing.

Goal-Oriented: All responsible breeders breed with the universal goal of preserving
and improving upon their chosen breed. Ethical breeders breed to contribute to the
well-being of the canine species as a whole, never breeding their pet dogs for profit.
Breeding ethically requires an extensive investment of time, money, and education on the
breeder’s behalf. All breeders share the responsibility of preserving and improving upon the
breeds they love. Breeding  is a serious investment that is never taken lightly.
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Proven Dogs: In order to produce dogs that are well-rounded, functional, quality
representatives of the breed, dogs must achieve some objective measure to prove that
passing down their genetics will benefit the canine species. This is known as proving dogs,
and is often an element missing from many breeders yet is always present in all ethical
breeding practices. By proving dogs, breeders determine if their dog should or should not
be bred based on merit rather than personal opinion. When you purchase from proven
parent dogs, you can rest assured that you will have a functional, well-rounded companion
and are supporting an individual that is contributing to the betterment of the canine
species by providing their dogs with fulfilled lives rather than merely breeding their pets
for profit. Ethical breeders never breed to make a profit off intact dogs, to produce dogs
that are not capable of any function beyond companionship (though many puppies may go
to pet-only homes), or solely for the experience of allowing their dog to have a litter
without first thoroughly screening the dog against objective measures to determine
whether the dog should be bred. This is a careful decision that is not taken lightly by the
breeder.

Complete Health Testing: A purebred dog and a well-bred dog are not the same.
Purebred dogs that are carelessly bred do not represent the breed as a whole. All ethical
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breeders complete full health testing based on the common conditions of their breed prior
to breeding. If dogs do not pass all tests specific to their breed, they will not be bred.
Ethical breeders work to correct the proliferation of health conditions created by poor
breeding practices through thorough health testing. If a condition occurs in any dog of
their line (or family tree), all dogs will automatically be ineligible for breeding, no matter
how minor or if they meet all other criteria.

Ensuring Reputability of a Breeder: Checklist for Puppy Seekers
It is strongly recommended to only purchase a puppy from breeders that meet all 8

basic ethical breeder criteria.

1. The breeder clearly states their main purpose in breeding is to preserve and
progress their breed.

Responsible breeders work to maintain and advance the well-being of the
breed they are passionate about. Reputability of a breeder is not achieved when they
have a history of selling puppies to many happy owners; it is determined by the
critical work they contribute to the progression of their breed.  When dogs were
domesticated, the natural selection processes that would occur in the wild to
preserve and improve the species was eliminated; therefore, breeding practices
must be guided by some objective measure (such as a breed standard) to hold
breeders accountable to practicing in ways that set dogs up for long, happy lives
lived at their fullest functional potential.
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The American Kennel Club website is a good starting place to learn about the
standard for your breed of choice. See this example on English Springer
Spaniels.

http://images.akc.org/pdf/breeds/standards/EnglishSpringerSpaniel.pdf

*Note: There is a lot of nuance in breed standards, so this is a starting point. Breed
standards help us

recognize unethical breeders that are breeding dogs for colors, sizes, or
appearances that are not

functional. Pets with “rare,” “unique,” or “exotic” traits are never ethically produced
as their breedings

value appearance over health, function, and well-being. It is strongly cautioned to
know what is

expected in your breed and avoid breeders that are forfeiting well-being by breeding
dogs for

unacceptable traits. Examples include merle or other color coats coats in breeds it
does not naturally

occur in, “mini” sizes of breeds without miniature size in their recognized breed
standard, or other

unusual traits.
ASPCA: Rare or Exotic Puppies Signal Red Flags

2. The breeder performs all necessary health testing specific to the conditions
commonly found in the

breed.
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This is not the same as a “wellness check,” “health check,” or “vet check.” Prior to
breeding, all responsible breeders perform complete health testing on both the male (sire)
and female (dam) parent dogs with written proof readily available. The exact tests that
should be run vary by breed. Responsible breeders will be educated on what conditions are
common to their breed and invest into their breeding program as a means to get rid of the
prevalence in these conditions created by poor breeding practices.

To find conditions common to your breed, read about their health history on the American
Kennel Club website. See the example below for Golden Retrievers.

A public database exists where you may verify health testing.

Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA)
Search health testing records here →

https://www.ofa.org/advanced-search?search=advanced

*Note: Never buy a puppy from someone who cannot provide written proof of completed
screening for all basic breed-specific health tests. Breeders may opt out of having results
posted if their dog receives failing scores. Ethical breeders will never withhold health
testing, breed with pending, failed, or incomplete results, or require a contract to be signed
and deposit submitted prior to sharing results. Don’t stop there; it is increasingly common
for unethical breeders to skip other ethical criteria but perform partial or even full health
testing of at least one parent dog in order to improve the superficial appearance of their
otherwise unethical breeding practices. Always ensure all 8 criteria are met rather than
relying on health testing alone.
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3. Both parents will be “proven” or have successfully achieved objective merits that
prove they are stellar examples of their breed and the puppies they produce will
contribute to the positive progression of the breed.

All ethical breeders do more with their dogs than keeping them as pets
and/or for breeding. Breeders lead busy lives involving their dogs in activities that
fulfill their innate needs. Proving is achieved through two means: titles or work. The
most common method of proving a dog occurs through titles. Titles are
accomplishments earned by the dog in a variety of competitions. These generally
occur through conformation (aka dog shows) where a dog will earn a championship
for being a stellar example of their breed, or through dog sports or working where
the dog earns awards for exceptional performance. Titles are not the only means for
proving a dog. Dogs may also be proven through performance in the work they were
created for without titles: German Shepherds serving the police or military, Great
Pyrenees guarding livestock, beagles performing detection work, or collies working
as service dogs.

Do not be deterred by a breeder that shows or competes with their dog if you
would only like a companion dog. All litters generally produce at least a few “pet
quality” puppies that are not suitable for performance and instead will go to pet
homes where they will not be bred and will live happily as pets.

Example of a proven dog. This website from  an ethical, passionate, involved,
educated breeder clearly displays what ethical breeders are all about!

http://www.alpinevizslas.com
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AKC Title Abbreviations
Learn about AKC title abbreviations here →

https://www.akc.org/sports/titles-and-abbreviations/

*Note: There are many trending mixed breeds being produced based on their
cuteness as pets. These are known as “designer dogs.” Because designer dogs do not
have defined health testing guidelines, do not provide a purpose that is not already
met by an existing breed, lack ability to provide predictable temperament and
function, and cannot be proven due to the absence of a breed standard, they cannot
be produced ethically. While breeds may be mixed to create a new breed or
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purposeful mix, this takes years—decades—of careful planning and collaboration
that is accomplished through creating a breed standard, goals for breeding
outcomes, and proving selected dogs meet those objectives for the new breed.
Designer dogs are produced solely for-profit and do not meet the 8 criteria
universally found in all ethical breeding practices. If you are set on getting a
designer mixed breed as your next pet, it is recommended to consider rescuing one
of these pets in order to avoid supporting unethical breeding practices. Cloud 9
offers a virtual or in-person consultation service to assist you with this: feel free to
inquire at manager@cloud9caninepetsitting.com.

**Note: A breeder claiming a dog comes from “championship lines” without
demonstrating any achievements or merits of the breeding dog’s own is a red flag.
All ethical breeders prove both parent dogs before breeding rather than relying on
the achievements of grandparent or sibling dogs. This is unacceptable and an
automatic sign of unethical breeding.

4. Age matters: parent dogs will be at least 2 years old prior to being bred; puppies
will be at least 8 weeks old prior to going to their forever homes.

Generally, complete health testing cannot be achieved until 2 years of age, so
testing occurring prior to this age is preliminary. Dogs are typically not fully grown
until ~2 years of age. To protect physical development, most dogs cannot participate
in physically demanding activities until ~1 year of age, making it difficult to prove a
dog prior to age 2. It is common knowledge that dogs should not be bred before they
are finished maturing, so a breeder producing litters from dogs younger than 2 years
of age (24 months specifically) is a major red flag.

Additionally, it is widely known, scientifically-backed knowledge that puppies
need to remain with their mother and litter until a minimum age of 8 weeks,
sometimes even up to 12+ weeks for smaller breeds or if a breeder prefers. This is
critical for proper social development. During the first 8 weeks of a puppy’s life,
breeders will use socialization protocols through exposing the puppies to a variety
of experiences  to ensure well-rounded development begins during these critical
phases to promote long-term behavioral health of dogs. A breeder sending puppies
home prior to 8 weeks is an automatic indicator that they are not educated on very
basic responsible breeding practices.
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https://www.foxfirebeagles.com

5. All puppies will require a contractual agreement between the breeder and the
buyer.

Responsible breeders utilize contracts to ensure their puppies’ wellbeing.
Two components can be found in all responsible breeding contracts:

1. Puppies must be returned to the breeder directly if, at any time and for any
reason, the buyer is no longer willing or able to care for it. Ethical breeders
keep tabs on their puppies for their entire lifetime and ensure they never end
up in questionable homes or shelters. Ethically bred dogs cannot be found in
shelters or rescues as they legally will not be allowed to ever be surrendered
to a shelter and must return to the breeder.

2. Owners may not breed their puppy. Buyers will never automatically receive
or pay extra to receive the right to breed their puppy (“full registration”) from
an ethical breeder. Established breeders will require buyers to put forth the
same extensive effort as they did before breeding and will not provide the
right to breed outright or for a higher price.

6. The breeder forms a relationship with all puppy buyers.
Responsible breeders take time to thoroughly screen potential homes before
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approving individuals to receive one of their puppies. Even after puppies go home,
responsible breeders keep tabs on their puppies to ensure contracts are upheld and
the puppies are being cared for properly. They are a wonderful resource for
first-time puppy raisers or individuals new to the breed to connect them with
resources to provide their dog with a fulfilled life. They also will not allow buyers to
settle on a breed on a whim, requiring them to demonstrate that they are educated
and prepared for their dogs and able to meet their needs before giving them a
puppy. These individuals invest heavily into the dogs they produce, take pride in
their program, and commonly form friendships with their puppy owners.

http://www.deelittlepoms.com/index.php
7. Puppies are matched to their new homes by the breeder rather than allowing
owners to pick.

Responsible breeders are experts on their breed, their dogs, and the puppies
they produce. In order to ensure best fit, the breeder will assess their puppies’
structure and temperaments (usually around 8  weeks of age) to determine which
homes are the best fit for the puppies, and vice versa. They never allow owners to
pay extra for “first pick of the litter” or allow owners to pick puppies out based on
their appearance at birth. Buyers are carefully matched with a puppy that will be the
best fit for them based on the expertise of the breeder; they will take their buyers’
preferences into account, but ultimately they will decide based on the lifestyle,
experience, and desires of the buyer and the traits of their puppies first and
foremost.
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https://scifilabradors.weebly.com

8. Puppies are healthy and come from a safe, clean environment without many
litters being produced at a time.

Puppies should be dewormed and visit a veterinarian prior to coming home.
Responsible breeders ensure puppies are healthy and do not sell sick or
parasite-infested puppies.

Similarly, responsible breeders are open about sharing their home so that
owners can see where the puppies grew up. It is common to be able to pick the
puppy up from the breeder’s home. Although this is not always feasible, at a
minimum, you should be able to see the living space your puppy grew up in (i.e,
over video call) to confirm that puppies are raised from a safe environment and were
enriched with positive experiences during their critical development stages.

As a final note, ensure the breeder is not mass-producing puppies. This is a
dealbreaker as it hurts the gene pool of a breed to have many dogs sharing one
common ancestor. If a breeder meets all criteria yet is mass-producing many litters
from a single dog or producing many litters per year, they may be unethical. Most
ethical breeders will welcome you into their home by appointment to show off their
dogs (if they aren’t away at a dog-related event of course!), and it will be easy to
confirm that you are not supporting a puppy mill situation if you are able to visit a
breeder’s home/kennel.

Puppy Purchasing Process
Once you find a breeder that meets all 8 of these basic criteria, you can rest assured

you are supporting a reputable individual with ethical breeding practices and are ready to
move to the next step of bringing home your new puppy! If you’re a first-time puppy owner,
this is what you can expect with the process.  Please be aware that scams and fake
advertisements are everywhere. Never send a breeder any money or secure identifying
personal information prior to verifying they and their dogs actually exist.

21

https://scifilabradors.weebly.com


Ìnquiry
1. Begin by identifying your breed of interest and searching around for

ethical, reputable breeders of that breed. It is recommended to start
this process at least one year before you would like to bring a puppy
home.

2. Search through all available information about breeders you can find,
beginning with the AKC Parent Club of your breed or by
attending/volunteering at local dog sport or show events in your area
via local kennel clubs. From there, you can find links or references to
websites, social media, or form contacts with people in the breed.
Look for indicators of all 8 criteria in their breeding practices as you
get to know different breeders.

3. Reach out to the breeder. When you make your inquiry, understand
that many breeders are busy people and may receive large amounts of
messages each day. In your message, detail as much relevant
information about yourself, and limit asking any questions that may be
answered on their website (if they have one). Relevant information
may include: who you are, where you live, your lifestyle, your
experience with dogs and this breed, why you are interested in this
breed/their puppies, and what you plan to do with your future dog
(sport, show, travel, family pet, etc). Always be polite and show your
serious interest rather than asking about costs or timelines until it is
determined that the breeder is a good fit for you and vice versa.

Interview
1. Once you receive a response, your breeder will likely want to get to

know you better. This likely will occur through continued messaging
as the breeder screens your interest and suitability for one of their
puppies.

2. You will have an opportunity to get to know them, ask them questions,
and determine if the breeder and puppy are right for you.

The Wait...
1. It is common for breeders to add buyers to a waitlist. Waitlists may

start prior to a breeding being performed, though this varies between
breeders. Most ethical breeders will have waitlists or interested
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people well in advance of having puppies available. If you are
determined to be a good match and the feeling is mutual, you will be
added to a wait list. If you are not willing to wait for a well-bred
puppy, it is recommended to seek out a rescue instead.

2. Once puppies are born, the breeder will share regular updates to
individuals on the waitlist about the progress of the puppies. Breeders
will generally accept deposits from people on the waitlist after the
litter has been born, though this also varies in exact timing.

3. The breeder assesses puppies as they grow to determine matches;
matches are typically made close to the 8-week mark when
temperament testing and structural assessments are performed.

4. After matches have been made, arrangements will be made, including
signing of contractual paperwork and scheduling pick up
appointments or other arrangements.

Puppy Pick Up Day!
1. Puppies will be scheduled to be picked up at or likely a little past the 8

week mark.
2. The breeder will follow-up with you and want to hear your updates

and receive pictures of how the puppy is doing!

Starting the Search
You’ve learned the ins and outs of basic ethical breeding criteria and are now ready

to start seeking out your puppy! The AKC parent club of your breed of interest is a good
place to start your search for reputable breeders. See an example of how to search for this
below, and congratulations on beginning the exciting process of finding your new puppy!

AKC Parent Clubs: Click here to start your search with the AKC Parent Club of your
breed.
Request consultation services with Cloud 9 on our website:
https://cloud9caninepetsitting.com
“Uncensored Opinions of Breeders” Facebook Group: Click here to join a group
dedicated to providing breeder recommendations & feedback.
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Sources

American Kennel Club (AKC)

● What is a Responsible Dog Breeder?
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/dog-breeding/what-is-a-responsible-dog-breeder/

● Top Questions to Ask When Getting a Dog from a Shelter
https://www.akc.org/press-center/articles-resources/facts-and-stats/top-questions-getting-shelte
r-dog/

● How to Choose the Right Rescue Group
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/advice/how-to-choose-the-right-rescue-group/

United Kennel Club (UKC)

● Breeder’s Code of Ethics
https://www.ukcdogs.com/breeders-code-of-ethics

American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA)

● Guidelines for Standard of Care in Animal Shelters
https://www.sheltervet.org/assets/docs/shelter-standards-oct2011-wforward.pdf

● Policy on Responsible Pet Breeding
https://www.avma.org/javma-news/2017-03-01/avma-passes-policy-responsible-pet-breeding

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)

● Position Statement on Responsibilities of Animal Shelters
https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-respon
sibilities-animal-shelters

● Position Statement on Criteria for Responsible Breeding
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● https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-criteria
-responsible-breeding o9i

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)

● The HSUS Shelter Advocate Toolkit
https://www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/all-shelters-are-not-alike.pdf

● How to Find a Responsible Dog Breeder
https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/how-find-responsible-dog-breeder
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