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Introduction
Cloud 9 Canine’s central mission aims to provide increased access to knowledge
and resources that improve the lives of pets and their humans in our community. Pet
homelessness is one of the most prevalent issues facing domestic animals at a national
level. Unfortunately, information on responsible adoption and breeding practices is not
widely available. Consequently, many people do not have the opportunity to access this
information, let alone to become aware of the need to search for it in the first place.
Therefore, we believe educating pet owners on general guidelines for ethical rescue and
breeding practices plays a crucial role in combating the cycle of pet homelessness.
This educational guide equips future dog owners to make informed choices when
selecting their new furry best friend. To be clear, this information is intended for use when
acquiring future pets rather than for dogs already in loving homes, no matter where they
came from. It is normal for individuals to encounter resources on responsible pet sourcing
after having already brought home a pet. This is expected to be completely new
information for the majority of pet owners who have not had the opportunity to learn
about this subject—until now!
Before detailing how to identify a responsible rescue organization or breeder, we’ll
begin with considerations before the search begins. All pet owners looking to add another
dog to their home are encouraged to:
★ Determine that you are ready to make a long-term (10-15 year) commitment to the
dog.
★ Honestly examine your lifestyle, considering the needs of all people and pets
currently in your household, to determine what qualities in a pet will be the best fit.
★ Formulate a plan for how you will realistically meet your new pet’s needs.
★ Seek out assistance before, during, and after bringing your pet home to aid in the
transition process and build a support system. This may include dog trainers,
professional pet care providers, or making social media connections with other pet
owners in the area.
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Adopting a Shelter or Rescue Dog
Interested in adopting a dog? Great! Millions of animals find themselves in shelters
and rescues awaiting their future homes every year. This section provides
considerations for choosing to adopt, general guidelines for ethical adoption
practices, an outline of the adoption process, and resources for starting your search
for a shelter or breed-specific rescue.

Choosing to Adopt
Adoption is a great option for anyone primarily looking for a companion (aka, the
average pet owner) while providing a home to an animal in need. Shelters and rescues have
dogs available across the lifespan, purebred and mixes alike, all with a wide variety of
personalities and characteristics. We recommend that anyone looking for a dog without
specific goals beyond companionship consider adoption first!

Ethical Adoption Practices 101
To preface this section, we want to emphasize that most, if not the vast majority, of
shelters and
rescues are run by passionate, dedicated, hard-working individuals on the “front lines” of
ensuring pets find homes. We discuss the ethics of adoption for two major reasons:
1.

Shelters and rescues work tirelessly to keep up with the quantity of pets coming
through their doors. When potential adopters are better prepared for the adoption
process, it lightens the labor of frequently overstretched staff and volunteers.

2. We don’t want to assume that because a shelter or rescue takes in homeless pets,
the organization must be ethical. Promoting awareness of unethical adoption
practices reduces the prevalence of dogs being placed in incompatible situations
that perpetuate the cycle of pet homelessness.
That being said, not every rescue organization is made equal. Unfortunately,
unethical shelters prioritize getting dogs out of the system as quickly as possible at the
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expense of the dogs and their unknowing adopters (click here to view a 2020 investigation
on unethical adoption practices from real rescue organizations).

(1) Undisclosed child attack.

(2) Sympathy to cover dog aggression.

(3) Calling reactivity

“quirks.”

Dogs are never at fault for shelters failing them; it is fully our responsibility to give
dogs every opportunity to succeed in our world. These examples from the 2020
Dogsbite.org source above depict how irresponsible shelters may engage in negligent
practices to boost their adoption rate statistics, often taking advantage of the emotional
“adopt don’t shop” trend targeting well-meaning pet owners. However, this should not
deter anyone from seeking a dog in the shelter system; adoptions are successful far more
frequently than not, and if dog owners are aware of what to look out for, they can
confidently avoid negligent practices.

Basics of Ethical Adoption Practices
The shelter/rescue screens all potential adopters through applications and
interviews.
Adopters are never pressured to adopt with priority given to helping them find
the best match.
Shelters will work with adopters rather than denying qualified homes for
nonsensical reasons.
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Shelter staff will be transparent about the whole picture of dogs in their care,
including good and bad characteristics and exactly what will be required from an
adopter in order for the dog to be successful in their new home.
Shelters are understanding and willing to assist owners if an adoption falls
through for any reason, including taking the dog back or assisting with finding
alternative placement to ensure the safety of all involved.

Examples from Petfinder.com local listings.
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Screening Shelter & Rescue Practice Ethics: Checklist for Adopters
Adopters may use this list of questions as a guide when screening a shelter or
rescue.
1.

What is the dog’s history?

If history is not known, the shelter should provide a factual history. Ethical shelters
will not make up information or use language to emotionally appeal to adopters.
Adopter: “I’m interested in adopting Daisy but need a dog that won’t make
many messes in our apartment. Is she housetrained?”
”This dog came to us without much known about her past. We do not know if she
is housetrained, so owners will need to be prepared to take time to housetrain her.
She may have accidents indoors while she adjusts to her new home and require
management when unsupervised.”
”We think this dog has lived her entire life outdoors and never had the chance
to live in a home with a family before. She keeps her kennel clean and is a very smart
and sweet girl!”
2. What breed is this dog?
It is okay if the breed is not estimated. Knowing a dog’s breed(s) may provide some
guidance on what to expect but is not a guarantee.
Adopter: “This puppy is cute! What breed is he?”
”We are guessing that this dog is a Golden Retriever or possible mix. The dog
may demonstrate a lot of behaviors typical of Golden Retrievers or may have others
we can’t anticipate.”
“We are not sure what breed he is, so owners will need to be prepared for a
puppy that could grow to any size and demonstrate any kinds of traits.”
”This puppy is a Golden Retriever and will make a great family pet!” *Owners
adopt without knowing that the puppy is actually Great Pyrenees mix, the puppy
grows to be 100+ lbs, the puppy begins to display typical livestock guardian dog
behaviors that aren’t suitable to the family, so the owners rehome or return the dog
at six months of age because they were not equipped to care for him*
3. What care has been provided?
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Vaccinations

Flea/tick/parasite treatment

Screening for health

conditions
Spay/neuter performed or sent with an agreement that the dog will be altered
at an older age.
4. What behavioral evaluations were completed on this dog? Ask directly about
the following terms.
Shelters may not be able to answer these questions in detail,
especially if history is unknown. Despite a shelter’s best efforts, a dog may
display some changes in behavior after coming home that could not have
been predicted. It is important to do your best to get to know the dog and
work with a shelter puts an honest effort into finding the best match
between dog and adopter.
●

What is the dog’s temperament?
Aka personality, this is a description of the dog’s traits that should be
described in detail, including what’s desirable and the challenges the
dog has without sugar coating or glossing over any traits.

●

What is the dog’s socialization history?
This will determine the dog’s ability to adapt and tolerate a variety of
situations. If you are looking for a dog to take with you in public
frequently, it’s important to find a dog that will enjoy these activities
with you. While a dog can be trained to tolerate different situations, a
dog’s experiences during early development have a strong influence
on shaping their behavior and comfort level within certain
environments.

●

Is the dog protective of toys, food, or people?
This is known as resource guarding and will likely require
management and intervention for the safety and stress reduction of
the dog and their household.

●

How does the dog respond to unknown dogs?
Fearfulness, insecurity, overexcitement, frustration, aggression, or
overall reactivity toward dogs pose a significant challenge for owners
unaware of how to identify, manage, and work through these
behaviors. They may be apparent in a dog during a shelter assessment
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or crop up later after the dog has settled into their new home. A dog’s
emotional response to other dogs and related behaviors are typically
highly complex and require intervention from an experienced,
reputable dog behaviorist. Shelters should be cautious to ensure these
dogs only go to homes that have the time, finances, and willingness to
ensure the dogs have the support they need.
●

How does the dog respond to unknown people?
This is similar to the previous point. Dogs may display the above
behaviors only to dogs, only to people, both, only to specific types of
people/animals, or only in specific situations. Adopters need to be
informed of any potential for these behaviors in a dog and provided
with resources for professional assistance if needed.

●

How does the dog respond to small animals?
This applies to animals in the home, such as cats, or wild animals that
a dog may encounter outside the home. Shelters should be honest
about the suitability for a dog being placed in homes with other types
of pets and provide adopters with basic information on how to
manage the transition. Additionally, owners should be prepared for
other behaviors that may be present, such as a dog that shouldn’t be
tested off leash or a dog that needs specific management for risk of
lunging after animals on walks.

●

How does the dog seem to handle being left alone?
To be clear, this question inquires about potential for separation or
confinement anxiety, both of which are legitimate behavioral issues
that require considerate management and intervention. This is not to
be confused with a dog that prefers the company of people, but only
when their desire for human contact interferes with their ability to
cope with being left alone. Depending on your lifestyle, it will be
important to know of any potential needs of the dog, such as being
unable to be crated or left alone for long periods of time. Additionally,
some dogs may become destructive when bored, so it will be
important to know if a dog’s needs will mesh well with your current
schedule and lifestyle.

●

What services will this dog need to be successful in their new home?
Owners do not necessarily need to be highly experienced or experts
in order to acquire a dog that requires further training and
8

management. All dogs have their quirks, and dogs with serious
behavioral challenges still can make incredible pets. What’s important
here is that the dog and owner are matched with the information
needed to get a holistic view of the dog based on what level of care
the owner can realistically provide. If an adopter falls in love with a
dog that has challenges, the shelter should ensure adopters are
equipped with support to work with the dog as they are.
5. What type of home do you recommend for this dog? How much attention
and exercise will it need?
Adoption staff should be able to state exactly why this dog is a good fit
for your lifestyle based on information you provided about what you
are looking for and able to handle.
6. Take the dog out of its kennel into a private room, play yard, and walk down
the street (ideally encountering other dogs and people) before making a final
decision! Dogs may behave quite differently when out of the noisy, crowded
shelter—even extremely timid and shut-down pups dogs may really come out
of their shell and show you their personality! This will also allow you to better
observe the dog’s behavior and temperament for yourself.

Adoption Process
This is an overview of what to expect with the adoption process.
Application: Adopting a dog begins with an application. Typically, adopters may
indicate interest in a specific dog or submit a general application for any available
dog.
Interview: Adopters will be screened over the phone or in-person by staff or
volunteer adoption counselors. Be prepared to answer questions and verify
information on the application as well as ask the adoption counselors questions
from the checklist above. After the interview, they may request any information that
has not been verified already before making a decision. Some organizations require
home visits as well.
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Payment and Paperwork: After being matched to a dog, adopters will complete final
adoption paperwork, mostly with agreements in addition to payment of adoption
fees. will be required, if not already covered in the application process. You may be
able to take home the dog on the same day or have to wait until formal procedures
are completed (i.e., recovery from spay/neuter surgery).
Trial: There may be a homevisit or trial period. After the application is complete and
a match has been made, you’re ready to start your new adventures with your pup!

Starting the Search
After covering the basics of how to adopt a dog responsibly, you’re ready to
begin your search! It is preferred to view dogs directly on an organization’s site to
increase reliability.
If you are interested in a specific breed, rescues are a great option! You may
begin a search for a responsibly-practicing rescue organization through the AKC
Parent Club website for your breed of interest. Example: Google “Border Collie
Official AKC Parent Club → Border Collie Society of America → “Rescue” tab on their
website).
Shelters in Kalamazoo County
●

Kalamazoo Animal Rescue

●

http://www.kalamazooanimalresc
ue.org

●

https://www.spcaswmich.org

●

Animal Rescue Project

SPCA of Southwest Michigan
Adopt a Friend for Life
https://adoptafriendforlife.org

https://animalrescueproject.org

Rescues in Michigan for Popular Breeds/Mixes
●

Aussie Rescue in

●

Michigan

West Michigan

●

Bulldog Rescue

Second Chance
Doberman Pinscher
Rescue

●

Midwest Beagle

●

Rescue

Great Lakes Corgi
Rescue

●

Michigan Doodle
Rescue Connect

●

Boxer Haven Rescue

●

Dachshund Haus
Rescue
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●

Golden Retriever

Husky Rescue)

●

Rescue of Michigan

Rescue
●

●

Michigan Pug

Great Dane Rescue

3rd Coast Labrador
Retriever Rescue

●

REAL Rottweiler
Rescue

●

Michigan Husky
Rescue (Hairy

●

Great Lakes Mini
Schnauzer Rescue

Houdini Siberian
*Cloud 9 Canine does not endorse any organizations listed above.

Buying a Puppy from a Breeder
Interested in purchasing a puppy? Great! There’s nothing like the joy of watching
your dog grow up. In the age of the #adoptdontshop trend, the term “buying” has
become controversial. This is due to the proliferation of unethical breeders
producing puppies with little to no accountability in order to profit at the expense
of the well-being of animals that then wind up in shelters and rescues across the
country. These individuals, colloquially known as “backyard breeders” (BYBs) do not
represent ethical breeding practices in the same way unethical shelters and rescues
do not represent responsible practices in the shelter system. Because unethical
breeders are far more common than ethical breeders, it is advised that puppy
seekers take the time to become well-versed in the basics of ethical breeding practices
prior to buying a puppy. Note that the terms “responsible breeder” and “ethical
breeder” are used interchangeably throughout this section as they have identical
meaning. We avoid using the term “reputable breeder” because a breeder having a
strong reputation with puppy buyers does not necessarily mean ethical practices
are taking place, and a breeder not having much of a reputation due to hobby
breeding for themselves does not necessarily mean unethical practices are
occurring.

Choosing to Purchase a Puppy
There are benefits and downsides to consider when deciding if purchasing a puppy
is right for you.
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Benefits: Ethically-bred dogs provide predictability in health, size, and
temperament. When you acquire a puppy, you receive a “blank slate” dog to raise yourself.
Purchasing a responsibly-bred puppy allows individuals with specific needs and goals for a
dog to find a match while minimizing the risk of genetic or developmentally based health
and behavioral problems. Puppies from ethical breeders also come with the invaluable
resource of the breeder’s expertise, guidance, and support throughout the dog’s entire life.
Downsides: Purchasing a puppy from an ethical breeder is much more expensive
and time consuming than adopting. Buyers must sift through backyard breeders to locate
an ethical one, screen the breeder to ensure you are a good fit for each other, wait for a
successful breeding that produces a puppy suited to your needs, and then wait at least two
months to bring the puppy home after they’re born. In order to cover the major financial
investment required to produce ethically bred dogs, there is a higher upfront cost, typically
$1,500-$2,500 for an ethically-bred puppy compared to $150-$350 to adopt from a shelter.
Puppies are higher maintenance than adult dogs, requiring frequent vet visits to complete
their vaccinations and regular purchases to replace equipment they grow out of. Unlike
older dogs, puppies go through various developmental stages that present their own
challenges. When purchasing a puppy, it is crucial to be prepared for the waiting time,
higher financial costs, and additional efforts that go into raising a puppy.

What Do I Look for in a Breeder? by talkdoglogic

Ethical Breeding Practices 101
We’ll begin with the “big three” criteria of ethical breeding practices. These are a
quick, easy way to screen a breeder of any breed. Every ethical breeder operates a
goal-oriented breeding program, proves dogs through objective measures to assess their
physical functioning and temperamental traits, and completes breed-specific health testing
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on both parent dogs prior to producing a litter of puppies.
Ethical Breeding Practices Criteria #1: Goal-Oriented Breeding. Universally,
responsible breeders produce puppies in order to keep the domestic dog in existence,
ensuring they breed in a way that preserves, protects, and progresses their breed. Breeders
typically breed with additional goals personal to them and their breed, such as preserving
the functional origins of the breed, producing litters of dogs suitable for specific jobs, or for
optimal performance in dog sports. Breeding ethically requires an extensive investment of
time, money, and education on the breeder’s behalf that all revolves around a goal;
responsible breeding is a major commitment and any responsible breeder will tell you it is
not for the faint of heart. See an example of what goal-oriented breeding practice looks like
from this Australian Shepherd breeder’s website below.

https://www.foxrestaustralianshepherds.com
Ethical Breeding Practices Criteria #2: Proving Dogs Should be Bred. Because
dogs are bred for a goal, they need to demonstrate that passing on their genetics will
contribute to the achievement of that purpose. In order to produce dogs that are
well-rounded, functional, quality representatives of the breed, dogs must achieve objective
measure to prove they should be bred. Objective measures are functional performance
achievements that demonstrate the physical functioning and stable temperament of a dog.
This is known as proving dogs, and is imperative over subjective opinion (i.e., choosing to
breed a pet based on the owner’s opinion that their dog is cute or has a great personality).
Breeders analyze the traits of both parent dogs while proving them in order to make careful
decisions of which dogs to pair together for predictable, purposeful outcomes that produce
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puppies genetically able to live lives to their fullest functional potential. Additionally, by
proving their dogs, breeders provide their dogs with fulfilled lives for a purpose beyond
producing puppies. Proving dogs requires extensive time and financial commitment from
breeders, and their investment will be clearly and proudly displayed in their dogs and
breeding practices. See an example of what proven dogs look like from the website of this
German Shepherd breeder below.

http://vonderbauerhof.com
Ethical Breeding Criteria #3: Complete Breed-Specific Health Testing: After
establishing a purposeful goal for their breeding practices and proving potential breeding
dogs through achievement of objective measures that demonstrate their physical
functioning and stable temperaments, breeders will complete health testing on their dogs
to guide their careful decision on if the dog should be bred and which dogs they should be
bred with. Ethical breeders work to combat the health issues created by poor breeding
practices through their programs; therefore, they perform complete health testing on both
parent dogs and use results to make breeding decisions for good, progressive health
outcomes in all puppies produced. The exact tests that are run will be determined by the
dog’s breed and conditions the breed is prone to. See below for an example of what
complete health testing looks like from a Boston Terrier’s results posted in a public online
database.
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http://www.briobostons.com/Viggo.html

Screening Breeding Practice Ethics: Checklist for Puppy Buyers
Now that we’ve covered the basics, we will go through the steps of screening a
breeder. These are general guidelines that are meant for a beginner-level understanding of
ethical breeding practices. No matter what breed you are looking for, it is strongly
recommended that puppy buyers only purchase puppies that meet all 8 responsible
breeding practice checklist items.
1.

Breeding practices aim to preserve and progress the breed through accountability in
their program with evidence of careful, informed decision making regarding
breeding.
Responsible breeders work to maintain and advance the well-being of the
breed they are passionate about. Breeders are not responsible simply because they
have a history of selling puppies to many happy owners; the ethics of their practices
are determined by the critical work they contribute to the progression of their
breed. When dogs wer domesticated, the natural selection processes that would
occur in the wild to preserve and improve the species were eliminated; therefore,
breeding practices must be guided by an objective standard (breed standards) to
hold breeders accountable to breeding practices that set dogs up for long, happy
lives lived at their fullest functional potential.
Additionally, whether purebred or purposeful mix, dogs should come with a
complete pedigree prior to being bred. Ethical breeders will take the time to
research the full pedigree of a dog through multiple generations when deciding to
breed a dog. This allows them to consider variables regarding the outcomes of
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breeding dogs together that may not be apparent through proving or health testing
dogs to make a careful, educated decision on how breeding dogs together will
impact immediate and future generations of the breed.

The American Kennel Club website is a good starting place to learn about the
standard for your breed of choice. See this example on English Springer
Spaniels.
http://images.akc.org/pdf/breeds/standards/EnglishSpringerSpaniel.pdf

Example of a CHIC-certified health tested and agility titled English Springer Spaniel pedigree
from the Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA) public database.
Producing puppies to meet the breed standard, or a purposeful mixed breeding
for a specific functional goal (i.e., performance in a task).
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Emphasis on breeding to the breed standard; mention of and information on
breed standard shared in conversation with a breeder on their website. Breeder is
knowledgeable about the breed and functional purpose the dogs were created for
and litters are contributing to.
”Stacked” images of dogs to show off their structure, or physical build, used for
breeding dogs. The English Springer Spaniel in the AKC Breed Standard example
above is in a stacked stance.
Breeder is an active member of breed-specific groups (kennel clubs,
organizations, programs), collaborates with others in the breed, or has a mentor in
the breed to guide their practices. Note that “Code of Ethics” breeders are a great
starting point, but many of these organizations may only require signing of a
statement to be added to this list. Registries do not screen or monitor the practices
of breeders, so independent investigation of a breeder is always necessary
regardless of their memberships.
Breeders produces out of standard puppies for unique sizes, colors, or exotic
traits or breeds with emphasis on producing dogs for color or size rather than
function.
Charging more for “unique” colors or traits that are produced.
Images of dogs used for breeding ‘just look off’ when compared to images of
dogs bred to breed standard from other ethical breeders.
No images of dogs engaging in functional activities, in stacked stances, or not
depicting them in a way that shows off their stature and abilities.
Breeding dogs without a traceable pedigree to make informed and mindful
decisions.
Breeding of popular “designer dogs” produced for their appearance and
popularity to profit off the current demand for them. These dogs typically have
adjectives (color, size) added to their breed that are not included in the official breed
name or standard or are referred to by a funny name rather than as a purposeful
mix.
ASPCA: Rare or Exotic Puppies Signal Red Flags
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2. The breeder performs health testing specific to the conditions commonly found in
the breed.
Prior to breeding, responsible breeders perform complete genetic and health testing
on both the male (sire) and female (dam) parent dogs with written proof. The exact tests
that should be run vary by breed. Responsible breeders will be educated on what
conditions are common to their breed and invest into their breeding program as a means to
get rid of the prevalence in these conditions created by poor breeding practices. They will
also be aware of genetics that produce adverse health effects, such as how breeding dogs
with uncommon or recessive physical traits is known to cause adverse health effects in
their offspring. Through pedigree tracing and genetic/orthopedic testing, they will make
careful decisions on which dogs to pair and the effects on future generations.
To find conditions common to your breed, read about their health history on the American
Kennel Club website. See the example below for Golden Retrievers.

https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/golden-retriever/
A public database exists where you may verify health testing. This is the most
common database in the United States, but it is not the only organization breeders
may use (PennHip is another common one).
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA)
Search health testing records here →
https://www.ofa.org/advanced-search?search=advanced
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Results of health testing can be located on public databases by searching the
breeding program or registered names of dogs or the breeder shares written proof.
CHIC numbers. This stands for Canine Health Information Center, a health
testing database by the American Kennel Club Canine Health Foundation and
Orthopedic Foundation for Animals. Dogs receive a CHIC number when they
complete and pass all recommended tests for their breed. CHIC numbers provide
quick verification, but dogs may complete the minimum required tests without the
additional testing to receive a CHIC number and be considered fully health tested.
The breeder demonstrates in depth knowledge of breed-specific conditions
with evidence of careful decision making behind every breeding.
If a dog has a health issue in the line crop up later that cannot be health tested
for, the breeder will notify all puppy buyers and owners of relatives and make
decisions about the dog; typically, this dog and all relatives will be altered and no
longer bred to eliminate the risk.
Completing “vet checks,” “health checks,” or “wellness certificates” rather than
actual complete and verifiable breed-specific health testing prior to breeding.
Performing health testing on some breeding dogs and not others.
Breeding with incomplete or only preliminary results.
Refusal to verify health testing until a buyer submits payment or signs a
contract.
Health testing dogs prior to breeding but skipping out on other necessary
steps, such as proving their dogs, breeding with a goal, making educated and careful
breeding decisions, or raising puppies properly.
Justifying designer dog breeding with the claim that mutts are healthier than
purebreds. This is not true. A purebred dog and well-bred dog are not one in the
same. Planned, educated, goal-oriented breeding leads to improved health
outcomes. Randomly crossing two dogs together does not inherently reduce the risk
of health issues whether they are the same breed or not.
3. Both parents will be “proven” or have successfully achieved objective merits that
prove they are stellar examples of their breed and the puppies they produce will
contribute to the positive progression of the breed.
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Ethical breeders do more with their dogs than keeping them as pets and/or
for breeding. Breeders lead busy lives involving their dogs in activities that fulfill
their innate needs. Proving is achieved through two means: titles or work. The most
common method of proving a dog occurs through titles. Titles are accomplishments
earned by the dog in a variety of competitions. These generally occur through
conformation (aka dog shows) where a dog will work to earn a championship for
being a stellar example of their breed, or through sport or working competitions
where the dog earns awards for exceptional performance. Titles are an easy way to
determine if a dog is proven but not the only means for proving a dog. Dogs may
also be proven simply through exceptional daily performance in work. This includes
Belgian Malinois serving the police or military, Anatolian Shepherds guarding
livestock, bloodhounds performing detection or tracking, or papillons working as
service dogs.
Do not be deterred by a breeder that shows or competes with their dog if you
would only like a companion dog and do not plan to participate in these activities.
Litters typically produce quite a few “pet quality” puppies that are not suitable for
performance and instead will be matched to pet homes where they will live happily
as companions.
This website from a Vizsla breeder perfectly depicts what proven dogs look like.
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http://www.alpinevizslas.com

AKC Title Abbreviations
Learn about AKC title abbreviations here →
https://www.akc.org/sports/titles-and-abbreviations/
Dogs participate in activities beyond companionship and breeding.
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Dogs have achieved high levels of performance, with admirable show, sport, or
working titles, or exceptional performance in other relevant activities that proves
they have strong physical and mental functioning and their genetics will contribute
to the preservation and enhancement of these abilities in future generations.
Dogs appear physically fit and emotionally stable with the structure (physical
build) and temperament (personality) to excel in the function they are proven in,
whether that means winning in a show ring or running birds in the field.
The dog’s relatives (parents, siblings, offspring) have achieved high levels or
performance in the same tasks.
The breeder has some sort of goal that they are working toward and prove their
dogs meet.
The breeder is clearly thoroughly educated on, passionate about, and clearly
invested in their dogs.
The breeder is honest about their program. A breeder may primarily produce
puppies that go to pet homes and live as companions, but they will still complete all
other ethical breeder criteria.
Breeding dogs based on the achievements of their relatives; just because
relatives have achieved titles or other merits does not mean the dog possesses the
same qualities. This is commonly seen in backyard breeders who advertise dogs that
“come from champion lines” without proving the individual dog.
Proving one parent dog but not the other.
Stating that dogs have working, show, or sporting ability without engaging
their dogs in these activities to back up their claims.
Low level or non-functional titles. Canine Good Citizen (CGC) titles are a good
example. This title is achieved by a dog passing a one-time test to demonstrate that
they possess basic manners. This title is good, but it does not count as proving a dog
for breeding as it does not verify the structure, temperament, and functioning of a
dog.
Breeding their dogs because they believe they are beautiful, intelligent, make
amazing pets, etc. These are subjective opinions and not objective measures. People
breeding their pets without the proper steps to do so responsibly contribute to
backyard breeding.
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4. Age matters: parent dogs will be at least 2 years old prior to being bred; puppies
will be at least 8 weeks old prior to going to their forever homes.
Generally, complete health testing cannot be achieved until 2 years of age, so
testing occurring prior to this age is preliminary. Dogs are typically not fully grown
until ~2 years of age. To protect physical development, most dogs cannot participate
in physically demanding activities until they are at least over 1 year of age, making it
difficult to prove a dog prior to age 2. It is common knowledge that dogs should not
be bred before they are finished maturing, so a breeder producing litters from dogs
younger than 2 years of age (24 months specifically) is a major red flag!
Additionally, it is widely known, scientifically-backed knowledge that puppies
need to remain with their mother and litter until a minimum age of 8 weeks. This is
critical for proper social development. During the first 8 weeks of a puppy’s life,
breeders will use socialization protocols to expose the puppies to a variety of
experiences to promote long-term behavioral health of dogs. A breeder sending
puppies home prior to 8 weeks is an automatic indicator that they have not done
their homework on very basic puppy raising protocols.
Welfare Implications of Socialization by the American Veterinary Medical
Association
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https://www.foxfirebeagles.com
Implementation of a puppy socialization protocol such as Puppy Culture or a
description of socializing their dogs through frequent, structured, intentional
exposure to a wide variety of situations, environments, sensory experiences (sights
and sounds), and activities.
Verification that dogs were not bred prior to age 2. Females typically stop
breeding at age 6-7 but males may be used for breeding (including artificial
insemination) longer. Ensure the breeder is making educated decisions.
Requirement that puppies must wait until at least 8+ weeks of age to go to their
new homes.
Raising puppies in the home, introducing them to many people, or handling
them regularly with no other form of socialization. This is not adequate socialization and
indicates that the breeder is unaware of how to properly socialize puppies and its
importance.
Singleton puppies (one puppy with no littermates) that are raised without
exposure to other dogs and puppies.
Sending puppies home once “weaned” or “ready to go” at 4-6 weeks. While an
imperfect analogy, imagine sending a 3-year-old human child to a kindergarten class.
Despite the closeness in age, it is inappropriate for the child due to the significant
development that occurs within the 2 years between age three and five. The same concept
applies to puppies: time spent with mom and siblings is necessary for learning crucial skills
such as self-control that shape their behavior for life. Once informed, avoid supporting
breeders that send puppies home prior to 8 weeks of age.
The breeder carelessly produces a high number of litters from one specific
dog. Quantity of puppies produced in a year is not a red or green flag. Puppy mills and
backyard breeders mass-producing puppies for profit exist, but so do ethical breeders who
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breed responsibly but happen to have the resources and ability to have a larger breeding
program. The practices of the breeder are far more of a reliable indicator of responsible
breeding than the number of dogs produced. These practices include decision-making
based on education of how breeding a dog will affect the gene pool. It is detrimental for a
female dog to be overbred and detrimental for a male dog to produce too many puppies.
Ensure the breeder is knowledgeable and makes careful breeding decisions with concern
for the impact of their practices beyond their program.
Popular Sire Syndrome and Concerns of Genetic Diversity by Dr. Jerold S. Bell, DVM,
Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine
5. All puppies will require a contractual agreement between the breeder and the
buyer before purchase.
Responsible breeders utilize contracts to ensure their puppies’ wellbeing.
Two components can be found in all responsible breeding contracts: puppies must
be returned to the breeder if the owner is no longer willing or able to care for them
at any point in their life, and owners have restrictions on whether they may or may
not breed their puppy.
Ethical breeding practices do not contribute to the amount of dogs in
shelters because ethical breeders do not legally allow people to breed their dogs
carelessly and they do not legally allow buyers to surrender or rehome their puppies
instead of returning them to the breeder. Responsible breeders take responsibility
for every single puppy they produce for the puppies’ entire lifetimes. If a breeder
cannot do so, they will not breed. Breeders can, will, and do go to court over
contract breaches and take what they do very seriously: dog people are intense—or
as some may put it, “passionate!”
Contract required with all puppy owners. Contents vary but they will all include
that the puppy must come back to the breeder and cannot be rehomed or
surrendered to a shelter instead of contacting the breeder.
Elements of the contract clearly are there for the benefit of the dogs and their
well-being.
Puppies are sold on “limited registration” without breeding rights. If an owner
wants breeding rights, they will have to discuss this when inquiring about a puppy
and receive a separate contract outlining all the stipulations for rights to breed.
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No agreement required to purchase.
Contract includes questionable elements that are unreasonable or do not
benefit the dogs (i.e, needing to purchase and feed a specific brand of food from the
breeder or else the health guarantee is void).
No restrictions on surrendering the puppy to a shelter or rehoming them.
Full registration (breeding rights) are automatically available or may be
purchased at a higher sale price without any requirements to earn them.
6. The breeder forms a relationship with all puppy buyers.
Responsible breeders take time to thoroughly screen potential homes before
approving individuals to receive one of their puppies. Even after puppies go home,
responsible breeders keep tabs on their puppies to ensure contracts are upheld and
the puppies are being cared for properly. They are a wonderful resource for
first-time puppy raisers or individuals new to the breed to connect them with
resources to provide their dog with a fulfilled life. They also will not allow buyers to
select a dog of their breed on a whim, requiring them to demonstrate that they are
educated and prepared for their dogs and able to meet their needs before giving
them a puppy. These individuals invest heavily into the dogs they produce, take
pride in their program, and commonly form long lasting relationships with their
puppies’ owners.

http://www.deelittlepoms.com/index.php
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Breeder takes time to get to know serious buyers and screens them thoroughly.
No puppy application or interviewing buyers.
Talking price immediately or early in the conversation.
Person treats buying a puppy as a business transaction.
Marketing puppies on social media or puppy sale websites as if they are
products to sell.
7. Puppies are matched to their new homes by the breeder.
Responsible breeders are experts on their breed, their dogs, and the puppies
they produce. In order to ensure best fit, the breeder will use their expertise to
determine which homes are the best fit for the puppies.

https://scifilabradors.weebly.com
Puppy-owner matching process considerate of buyer preferences, experience,
and lifestyle.
Temperament (personality) testing and structural (physical build) evaluations are
completed around 8 weeks old and are the final factor in deciding which homes
puppies will go to. It is normal for the breeders to select promising puppies to keep
for themselves first.
Puppies go to home based on order of deposits without any formal
assessments.
Option to pay extra for earlier picks or pick of the litter.
Picking based on appearance at birth or any point prior to ~8 weeks.
8. Puppies are healthy and come from a safe, clean environment without many
litters being produced at a time.
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Responsible breeders love to talk about and show off their dogs! It is
common to be able to visit a breeder’s home—if they are not away for a dog-related
event of course. Although it is not always feasible to visit a breeder’s home to visit a
puppy, at a minimum, you should be able to see the living space your puppy grew up
in some form (i.e, over video call or pictures) to confirm that puppies are raised
from a safe environment and were enriched with positive experiences during their
critical development stages.
Breeder invites puppy owners to visit their home as appropriate or allows
pick-ups from the place puppies were raised.
Puppies receive veterinary services while in the breeder’s care with written
documentation available.
Puppies appear healthy and well-cared for based on updates provided by the
breeder.
The breeder’s home is clean and dogs are evidently receiving good care.
Puppies should be de-wormed and/or receive a fecal test prior to coming home.
Puppies appear sickly or have parasites.
Breeder delivers puppies to new owners in a public place such as a parking lot.
No verification that the dogs exist—online puppy sale scams are common!

Puppy Purchasing Process
Once you find a breeder that meets all 8 of these basic criteria, you can rest assured
you are supporting responsible breeding practices and are ready to move to the next step
of bringing home your new puppy! If you’re a first-time puppy owner, this is what you can
expect with the process.
Ìnquiry
1.

Begin by identifying your breed of interest and searching around for
ethical, responsible breeders of that breed. It is recommended to start
this process with a readiness to wait for the right puppy: ethical
breeders do not have puppies available on demand.

2. Search through all available information about breeders you can find,
beginning with the AKC/UKC Parent Club of a breed or by
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attending/volunteering at local dog sport or show events in your area
via local kennel clubs. From there, you can find links or references to
websites, social media, or form contacts with people in the breed.
Look for indicators of all 8 criteria in their breeding practices as you
get to know different breeders.
3. Reach out to the breeder or fill out an application on their website if
available. When you make your inquiry, understand that many
breeders are busy people and may receive large amounts of messages
each day. In your message or application, detail as much relevant
information about yourself, and limit asking any questions that may be
answered on their website (if they have one). Relevant information
may include: who you are, where you live, your lifestyle, your
experience with dogs and this breed, why you are interested in this
breed/their puppies, and what you plan to do with your future dog
(sport, show, travel, family pet, etc). Be polite and show your serious
interest rather than asking about costs or timelines until it is
determined that the breeder is a good fit for you and vice versa. If you
don’t hear back, don’t be afraid to politely reach out again in case they
missed your message.
Interview
1.

Once you receive a response, your breeder will likely want to get to
know you better. This likely will occur through continued messaging,
a phone call, or meeting as the breeder determines your suitability for
one of their puppies.

2. You will have an opportunity to get to know them, ask them questions,
and determine if the breeder and puppy are the right fit for you as
well.
The Wait...
1.

It is common for breeders to add buyers to a waitlist. Waitlists may
start well in advance of a breeding or not until a pregnancy is
confirmed: this varies widely. Be prepared for potential
disappointment: a lot can happen to upset breeding plans, from a
breeding not taking, to a small number of puppies being born in a
litter, to an emergency at any point in the pregnancy. If you are not
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willing to wait for the right match and timeline is a priority, it is highly
recommended to consider searching in a shelter or breed-specific
rescue instead.
2. Once puppies are born, the breeder will share regular updates to
individuals on the waitlist about the progress of the puppies. Breeders
will generally accept deposits from people on the waitlist after the
litter has been born, though this also varies widely.
3. The breeder assesses puppies as they grow; breeders are the ones
who get to know their puppies best. Updates are typically available to
all on the waitlist to enjoy watching the puppies grow up.
4.

Around the 8-week mark, temperament testing and structural
assessments are performed to finalize matches.

5. Arrangements will be made, including signing of contracts and
scheduling pick ups.
Puppy Pick Up Day!
1.

Puppies will be scheduled to be picked up at or likely a little past the 8
week mark depending on breeder preferences.

2. Puppies go home! The breeder will follow-up with you and want to
hear your updates and receive pictures of how the puppy is doing!
Remaining in contact with puppy buyers is not only enjoyable but it is
necessary for feedback on the outcome of their breeding to inform
future breeding decisions.

Starting the Search
You’ve learned the ins and outs of basic ethical breeding criteria and are now ready
to start seeking out your puppy! The AKC parent club of your breed of interest is a good
place to start your search for ethical breeders. See an example of how to search for this
below, and congratulations on beginning the exciting process of finding your new puppy!

AKC Parent Clubs: Click here to start your search with the AKC Parent Club of your
breed.
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*Many Facebook groups exist to help people locate and support responsible
breeding practices. “Uncensored Opinion of Breeders” groups can be helpful in
verifying the ethics of a breeder.

Sources
American Kennel Club (AKC)
●

What is a Responsible Dog Breeder?
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/dog-breeding/what-is-a-responsible-dog-breeder/

●

Top Questions to Ask When Getting a Dog from a Shelter
https://www.akc.org/press-center/articles-resources/facts-and-stats/top-questions-getting-shelte
r-dog/

●

How to Choose the Right Rescue Group
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/advice/how-to-choose-the-right-rescue-group/

United Kennel Club (UKC)
●

Breeder’s Code of Ethics
https://www.ukcdogs.com/breeders-code-of-ethics

American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA)
●

Guidelines for Standard of Care in Animal Shelters
https://www.sheltervet.org/assets/docs/shelter-standards-oct2011-wforward.pdf

●

Policy on Responsible Pet Breeding
https://www.avma.org/javma-news/2017-03-01/avma-passes-policy-responsible-pet-breeding

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA)
●

Position Statement on Responsibilities of Animal Shelters
https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-respon
sibilities-animal-shelters

●

Position Statement on Criteria for Responsible Breeding

●

https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-criteria
-responsible-breeding o9i

The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS)
●

The HSUS Shelter Advocate Toolkit
https://www.humanesociety.org/sites/default/files/docs/all-shelters-are-not-alike.pdf
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●

How to Find a Responsible Dog Breeder
https://www.humanesociety.org/resources/how-find-responsible-dog-breeder
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